The newsletter of Blackheath Cricket Club

JANUARY 2018

Village cricket at its very
finest
blackheathcc.co.uk

SENIOR AWARDS
2017
Senior Colts Player of the
Year:
Archie Freeth
Senior Colts Bowler of the
Year: Ollie Raderecht

NEW YEAR, NEW
CHALLENGES
Club Chairman Nick Harrison looks forward to some changes as both
seniors and juniors face tough opposition in 2018

Senior Colt Batsman of
the Year: Ben Stefanik

After a mixed 2017 – the unaccustomed struggles of the 1st XI contrasted with strong
performances from the other senior teams and an outstanding year for the juniors –
Best colts performance in
2018 promises much at Blackheath. However, there’s no doubt that, largely as a
a senior match:
result of our own success over a prolonged period, the club will be facing some tough
Aidan Jayawickrema
tests at all levels in the coming season.
Emerging Young Talent
Award: Archie Freeth

Not so long ago, after a series of seasons in which we either won or nearly won the
Division 1 title, there were a few voices suggesting that perhaps the I’Anson League
Best Bowling in a match: might not be strong enough for us. Not any more. Having diced with the threat of
Alex Bertola
relegation last summer, avoided in no small part due to some outstanding personal
performances with both bat and ball from skipper Pete Melhuish (below), in 2018 the
Best all-round
st
performance in a match: 1 XI will be playing in a slimmed-down I’Anson Division 1 in which they will be facing
tougher competition than for many years. There will be no easy games, with newly
Will Melhuish
promoted Brook a welcome addition to the top flight, but we’re confident that our
Best Fielder: Rob Parrott young team will be back on track.
As for the 2nd XI, after a solid 2017
under new skipper Simon Mansell,
in the coming season they will
1st XI Player of the Year,
also face a tough challenge in
best batsman and best
I’Anson Division 3, which has been
innings:
Pete Melhuish
significantly strengthened by the
cascade of relegations resulting
2nd XI Player of the Year:
from the league reorganisation, as
Anthony Coombes
well as by new joiners Farncombe.
rd
3 XI Player of the Year: Nearly all the other teams in the
Neil Cozens
division will be 1st XIs in 2018, so
our strength in depth will certainly
Heathens Player of the
be put to the test. Meanwhile our
Year: Ronny Harrison
3rd XI under the stewardship of
Outstanding contribution Colin Parrott will once again be
award: Helen Mansell
looking for promotion from
Division 6 – never an easy task.
Best Bowler:
Ollie Raderecht
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TEAM CAPTAINS
2018
1st XI Captain
Pete Melhuish

For the junior section, too, there will be a real step up in 2018. It is a tribute to the
strides we have made in recent years that both our U15 and U13 squads have been
asked to join the Surrey Junior Invitational League this summer. The SJIL is aimed at
the top sides in Surrey at U15, U14 and U13 levels and we are one of just a few clubs
in the county to be invited to field a team in more than one age group. For both our
SJIL teams there will slightly longer fixtures and a little more travelling as, for
example, we visit one or two of the top London clubs.
In addition, a reorganisation of the West Surrey Youth Cricket League sees the
introduction of a new “Academy” tier for the best sides in the region at U12-U10
levels. Most of our squads will be competing at the new top level and in some cases
our B teams will be moving up a level as well.
Another significant change is that there will be larger divisions in the WSYCL this
season. As a club, we are committed to fielding both A and B teams in all age groups
where this is possible, so we can provide both high standard competitive cricket and
inclusive cricket for all, irrespective of ability. Maintaining this commitment with
larger divisions means a substantial increase in the number of matches for all squads.
This in turn imposes a significant additional burden on our resources, both as regards
personnel to run matches and as regards pitches.
To meet these challenges will be big task, but we’ve not been idle over the winter
months. After two years without an overseas player/coach, we are in the process of
recruiting one again for the new season, both to bolster the 1st XI and to run one of
our junior squads. I’m delighted to say that we’ve also persuaded two of our existing
1st XI players, Will Melhuish and Ben Taylor, to qualify as coaches and join our two
Surrey coaches, Danny and Ronny Harrison, as part of an expanded coaching team
under the leadership of our head coach, Chris Poil.
The problem of finding pitches for all our junior matches is not easily solved, because
our ground at Blackheath is already very heavily used – and indeed we have been
advised to try to reduce the number of matches on the main square in the interests
of maintaining its exceptional quality. This inevitably means that a higher proportion
of our home junior matches will have to be played elsewhere in 2018. To give us the
necessary capacity, we are in discussions with another local club about use of their
ground on Sundays to supplement the other “home” grounds we already use at
Urnfield and Duke of Kent School. We will also need to reconcile ourselves to more
midweek evening games, and to a slightly longer junior season.

2nd XI Captain
Simon Mansell
3rd XI Captain
Colin Parrott
Sunday Captains
Ronny Harrison
David Raderecht

This year’s U13 squad (here playing Farnham) were outstandingly successful in 2017 and,
along with our U15s, have been invited to join the Surrey Junior Invitational League

ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
FOR 2018
SENIOR ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Frequent: £250
(no match fee)
Standard: £120
(£10 match fee)
Occasional: £60
(£20 match fee)
U25 frequent: £175
(no match fee)
U21 frequent: £100
(no match fee)
U21 standard: £60
(£5 match fee)
U18 frequent: £60
(no match fee)

JUNIOR ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
(Ages are as at 31/08/2017)

U9-U15: £110
(younger siblings £90)
U8: £80
(younger siblings £60)

Coping with all this alongside all the usual range of other activities – Friday nights,
Saturday evening meals, midweek training sessions, holiday camps, junior tours and
cricket week, to mention just a few – will mean that we are busier than ever in the
coming season. As always we’ll be relying heavily on volunteers as well as paid staff,
so please do put your hand up to help in whatever capacity you can.
With winter training for all squads kicking off shortly, I’m sure I’ll be seeing quite a
few of you over the coming weeks. Otherwise, I’ll look forward to catching up with
everyone in April.

Senior Cricket
Club Captain Dallas McDermott looks back on a mixed season for our
League XIs ...
The 2017 season for the club saw both the 2nd and 3rd XIs out-performing the
usually high flying 1st XI.
Though there were some great individual performances in the 1’s in 2017, the team
finished a disappointing 9th out of 12 in I’Anson Div.1. Their season was hit by
injuries, availability problems and loss of form, and never really got going.
Fortunately, when relegation threatened we did what was necessary in the key
matches. There were stand-out performances in particular from Alex Bertola, who
took 7-15 to blow away Pirbright, and from skipper Pete Melhuish who had an
excellent year with the bat as well as with the ball (when not prevented by injury
from bowling). Rob Parrott couldn’t repeat his fantastic batting form of 2016, but his
brilliant fielding was again a feature of the season, and it was good to see Harry Giles
scoring heavily, particularly in the second half of the summer.

U7-U6: £70
(younger siblings £50)

Simon Mansell’s first season as captain of the 2nd XI saw his team finish a very
respectable 4th in Div.3, thereby staying up despite 7 teams being relegated. Ian
Girls: £70
Nolan was the highest run scorer, but Ross Sibley and Fred Martin-Dye both also
(younger siblings £50)
scored heavily in the few games they played, averaging 92.3 and 70.5 respectively
NEW REGISTRATION over the season. The top wicket-taker was Anthony “Brindle” Coombes, the 2’s
SYSTEM
player of the year, but the wickets were shared around between all the main
Thanks to a new version bowlers. Olly Arengo-Jones had the best bowling average at just 11.9 and Chris Lewis
of our membership
had the best economy rate at 3.5.
system, you can now
register on your pc,
tablet or smartphone.
To get started go to
blackheathcc.co.uk and
click ‘Members’ from
the main menu, then
log in using the same
Username and
Password you used last
year. If you have
forgotten your
Username or Password
just follow the prompts
to be reminded or reset.
All your information is
still stored, so just make
any necessary changes
and proceed to register.

2nd XI player of the season “Brindle” Coombes was consistent as ever with his off-spin in 2017

WINTER TRAINING
2017
Winter training for both
seniors and juniors starts
on Sunday 14th January
2018.
For the seniors (and
U14s/U15s), nets at
Cranleigh School are at
9-10am each Sunday,
and continue every week
until Sunday 8th April.
The cost this year is £5
per session or £50 for all
13 sessions.
For the juniors, winter
training is on Sunday
afternoons at Duke of
Kent School from 26.30pm. Sessions last
either 90 or 60 minutes.
Times and costs for the
10 week courses are as
follows:
U8s/U9s:
2-3pm (£40)
U10s/U11s:
4.30-6pm (£60)
U12s/U13s:
3-4.30pm (£60)

DATES FOR YOUR
DIARY
Sat 27th January
Quiz night
Sat 24th February
Curry Club evening
Fri 23rd March
Curry Club evening
Fri 20th April
First junior practice
night
Sat 21st April
First league match of
the season
Mon 6th August
Start of cricket week

The 3’s also had a good solid season under the stewardship of new skipper Colin
Parrott, though their 4th place in Div.5 was not quite enough to avoid relegation in
the restructured league. There were lots of positives with an excellent mix of youth
and experience and different players excelling in each match. A whole group of U14s
new to adult cricket stepped up with some great performances. For the older
players, consistency was the biggest problem, but all contributed well and willingly
helped out with the extra responsibilities of umpiring and scoring and keeping up
morale and confidence when things did not go to plan - there was an excellent team
spirit throughout the season.
Overall, the most encouraging thing about the season was that it was the first time as
a club we were able to have real movement between the teams based on
performance throughout the summer. Those performing well in the lower leagues
got pushed up whilst those out of form dropped down when required. We've not
previously had the ability to do this consistently and it is a sign of a strong club.
Another promising sign was the large number of youngsters coming through to play
for the 3’s, with a couple making the breakthrough into the 2’s (and one, Archie
Freeth, even getting a couple of games in the 1’s).
With the club committing to having an overseas player/coach again in 2018,
the future for the Blackheath senior cricket remains bright. The 2's and 3's will both
be looking for promotion on the back of their performances last season and I’ve no
doubt that the 1’s will be back where they belong towards the top of the table.

Sundays: A mixed bag of results but a lot of fun
With Sunday cricket in decline at many clubs these days, it’s good to report that here at
Blackheath we’re bucking the trend. For the first time in a few seasons we had no
difficulty whatever in raising Sunday teams in 2017, as a good group of regular players
were keen to play nearly every week.
Our results were a mixed bag, reflecting our Sunday captains’ ethos that a good close
game in which everyone participates is more important than winning – interestingly,
our victories largely came against the strongest opposition! As always, the youngsters
frequently played starring roles, notably Ollie Raderecht (who finished the season with
24 wickets on Sundays alone) and Jack Jones (below, whose seam bowling was usually
right on the money). With a good number of father/son combinations featuring in the
team as well, it was a highly enjoyable season. Bring on 2018!

JUNIOR SQUAD
MANAGERS FOR
2018
U15s: Nick Harrison
U13s: Chris Poil
U12s: Mark O’Brien
U11s: Pete RookenSmith
U10s: TBC
U9s: Stephen Holden
U8s: Chris Poil
U7s: Ronny Harrison
Girls: Sharon Eyers
Minis: Danny and Ronny
Harrison

JUNIOR SECTION
ORGANISERS
Junior Section Manager:
Nick Harrison
Head Coach:
Chris Poil
Welfare Officer: Sharon
Thompson
Junior Membership
Secretary:
Sue Brocksom
Junior Fixture Secretary:
Samantha Bushell

Junior Cricket
Nick Harrison reflects on another very successful year and explains plans
for 2018
The summer of 2017 was another excellent one for the Blackheath juniors. Two
squads – the U12s and U8s – were unbeaten in their respective leagues and another
– the U15s – lost only one game and made the WSYCL semi-finals even though the
great majority of squad members were actually U14s. The U11s also finished top or
joint top of both their main league and development league divisions.
As mentioned in my Chairman’s piece, our success means that we have two squads in
the Surrey Junior Invitational League in 2018 and two more are playing in the new
“Academy” league, which is aimed at the strongest clubs in the region at U10-U12
levels. We’ve therefore taken steps to bolster our coaching team, recruiting three
more young coaches (Will Melhuish, Ben Taylor and an overseas player/coach) who
will be available to help out with a variety of squads.
In addition to the usual training on Sundays during the winter and Friday nights
during the summer, we’ll be running additional pre-season sessions for most squads
in the Easter holidays. As last year, we’ll also be offering additional midweek
coaching sessions to all the hard-ball squads throughout the junior season, and
strongly encouraging players in the SJIL or Academy teams to take up the opportunity
of 1:1 coaching with our two Surrey Performance coaches, Ronny and Danny Harrison
– or indeed with our other coaches when they are available. We will also be running
several holiday camps.
As I’ve also explained, changes in the WSYCL structure mean that there will be more
matches this year. We’re also looking at further expanding the opportunities for our
girls to play competitive cricket, as we will be entering both U9 and U11 girls’
tournaments. Hopefully we will arrange one or two friendly matches for our U7s and
possibly even for our Minis as well.
Finally, due to the substantial number of Blackheath boys who now progress to
Performance (formerly District) cricket, it’s nice to report that we’ve been identified
by Surrey as one of a number of key clubs in that regard. Our head coach Chris Poil
has taken on the role of liaising directly with Surrey over this. There have been a few
changes in the Performance structure in recent times – with many fewer boys being
selected for the older age groups – and parents considering Performance cricket
should talk to Chris about it, as well as to their squad manager.
Congratulations to Archie!
Many congratulations to Archie Freeth,
who has followed up winning both the
2017 Senior Colts Player of the Year
Award and the John MacDonald Cup for
emerging talent by getting selected for
the U15 Surrey county squad this
winter. He is the first of our juniors to
achieve this for a long time.
Archie is one of a number of highly
talented players in our U15 squad, who
will be competing in the Surrey Junior
Invitational League against the other
top clubs in the county at U15 level. A
future 1st XI in the making?

HIRING THE
PAVILION
If you are looking for a
venue for an event, have
you considered using
your own club's facilities?
The Tangley Pavilion is
available for hire by club
members for appropriate
private functions such as
significant birthday
parties, christenings and
even wedding parties,
subject to numbers and
timing restrictions.
It's a great venue and also
provides an important
source of revenue for the
club, so if you're thinking
about it we'd love to hear
from you.
Contact Simon Jones
(01483 892860) for
further information.

Supporting
the EACTD

In 2018, the club will be
continuing to support the
East Africa Character
Development Trust
(formerly the EACF), a
grass-roots cricket charity
operating in Kenya which
is closely associated with
our old friends the Kenya
Kongonis.
In 2017 we raised around
£4,500 for the Trust, as
well as contributing a
large quantity of used
junior kit. We hope to do
just as much this year.

VIEW FROM THE BOUNDARY
Though we don’t often get a big crowd at Blackheath, when it comes to spectators
we feel it’s quality rather than quantity that counts. Here at the heath we have some
of the most faithful fans (of all ages) you’ll find at any village ground …

