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Blackheath Junior Section in 2018
Blackheath has an extremely popular and successful junior section of around 290
members. In the coming season, we will be running boys’ squads from U7s to U15s,
a separate girls’ section and a “Minis” group for U6s (both boys and girls).

Boys’ league cricket
Once again this year, we will be running boys’ league teams at all levels between U8
and U13, with a combined U15/U14 squad. All squads from U9s upwards will be
running A and B teams to ensure that everyone gets the opportunity to play in
matches of the appropriate standard. There is no league for the U7s, however we
generally organise at least a couple of friendly games for the squad against other
local sides.
In 2018 our two senior squads (U15/U14s and U13s) will both be fielding teams in
the Surrey Junior Invitational League, against the strongest clubs in the county at
these age groups; both squads will also have teams in the West Surrey Youth
Cricket League structure.
The U12-U9 squads will each have A and B teams in appropriate tiers of the West
Surrey Youth Cricket League, which this year has introduced a new top tier (the
Academy League). Our U8s will be fielding two teams (Lions and Tigers) in the
West Surrey Youth Cricket Development League, which is the only league available
for their age group.
As a result of a restructuring of both the Surrey Junior Invitational League and the
West Surrey Youth Cricket League, all the boys’ squads will have a significantly
increased number of matches in 2018.

Girls’ cricket
Our girls’ section, run by Sharon Eyers of Middlesex CCC, now numbers around 35
girls. The girls play in various festivals over the season and there is also an
informal U11s league. In 2018, we will once again be fielding both U9 and U11
girls’ teams.
Minis
The launch last year of our “Minis” section proved highly successful, and we will be
repeating this in the new season. The Minis section is aimed at both boys and girls
in Year 1 at school (U6s).
Training sessions
In 2018, our ever-popular summer Friday evening training sessions and family
BBQs will start on Friday 20 April for all squads. Planned training times are as
follows: Minis from 4.15pm until 5.15pm; U7s-U10s and girls’ squad from 5.15pm
or 5.30pm until 6.30pm; U11s-U15s from 6.30pm to 8pm. As last year, all hardball squads will also have the option of midweek net sessions at the club during the
summer, although for some squads this may be subject to numbers limits.
In the meantime, optional winter training for all the boys’ league squads (U8s –
U15s) starts on Sunday 14 January at Duke of Kent and Cranleigh Schools. In
addition, for the first time this year we are offering a winter training option for our
U7s and Minis squad, which will take place on Sunday mornings in Blackheath
Village Hall. For full details and timings, see the last page of this booklet.
All coaching sessions will be run by qualified coaches. We will have at around 15
ECB level 2 coaches and one level 3 coach - our head coach, Chris Poil. In addition
to our two Surrey coaches, Ronny and Danny Harrison, we are recruiting two other
young coaches for the new season, including an overseas player/coach.
Individual Coaching
Individual and 1:2 coaching sessions are available to junior members throughout
the year through Matchfit Academy (www.matchfitacademy.com). Sessions take
place at the club or during the winter months at an indoor facility. The cost is £20
per hour (whether 1:1 or 1:2), plus the cost of hiring the indoor facility. To book,
please contact ronny@matchfitacademy.com or danny@matchfitacademy.com.
Other activities
Aside from training programmes and matches, the club also arranges various other
activities. In 2018, we have plans for junior tours, our usual half term and summer
holiday cricket camps and at least one club trip to a Surrey match at the Oval.
Kit
Club kit for all junior squads is available from Pendle Cricket through our online
club shop: http://www.blackheathcc.co.uk/club-kit.htm.

Registration
As in previous years, there are waiting lists for most age groups, so registration will
take place in 2 stages. First, there is an existing members’ priority window, which
ends on Sunday 7 January 2018. Thereafter, those on waiting lists for the U8s
and older squads will be contacted and offered any available places.
New
members joining the U7s and Minis can register immediately – applications for
those squads will be accepted on a first come first served basis.
Registration is done online via the club website (www.blackheathcc.co.uk) and is
even easier this year thanks to a new system under which information for all family
members is accessed from the same screen.
Existing members: Click on the “Members” button and enter the Username and
Password you used last year, which should still work. Having done that, you will be
able to see your Account, showing Profiles for the child(ren) that you registered
last year. To re-register each one for 2018 it’s just a few clicks, and hopefully much
easier than in previous years. You can also change any of their details and give
them separate Usernames and Passwords if they need to log in separately.
New members: Click on the “Members” button then “New member?” and follow
the instructions.
Subscriptions in 2018 are as follows: £110 for U15-U9 squads (£90 with younger
sibling discount), £80 for the U8 squad (£60 with discount), and £70 for the U7
squad, girls section and minis (£50 with discount). These rates include all matches
and Friday evening training sessions.

2018 Winter Coaching Programme
Although we understand that not everyone will be able to attend winter coaching
sessions, we hope that as many as possible will do so. To sign up for winter
coaching, simply tick the relevant box in the online registration process.
U15/U14 squad
In 2018, the U15s/U14s boys squad will again be invited to winter train alongside
the club’s adult section at Cranleigh School Sports Centre (GU6 8QQ) on Sunday
mornings from 9-10am, between 14 January and 15 April 2018 (excluding Easter
Sunday). The cost will be £50 for all 13 sessions, or £5 per session.
Minis and U7s-U13 squads
In 2018 our winter coaching programme for the U8-U13 boys squads will again
take place at Duke of Kent School (GU6 7NS) on 10 Sunday afternoons starting on
14 January until 25 March (excluding 18 February) as follows:
U8 and U9 squads: 2-3 pm
U12 and U13 squads: 3-4.30pm
U10 and U11 squads: 4.30-6pm
In addition, we are for the first time this year offering winter coaching for our Minis
and U7s which will take place in Blackheath Village Hall (GU4 8RA) on Sunday
mornings between 11am and 12 noon on the same Sundays as the other squads.
The cost of the winter coaching programme is £40 for the Minis, U7s, U8s and U9s
and £60 for the U10s, U11s, U12s and U13s.

