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Village cricket at its
very finest

WINTER TRAINING
STARTING SOON!
SENIORS AND
U14/U15 SQUADS
Winter nets for seniors
and U14s/U15s starts
on Sunday 13th
January 2019 at
Cranleigh School.
Sessions are at either
8.45am-9.45am or
10am-11am each
Sunday until 14th April
(check the website for
timing each week).
The cost this year is £5
per session or £50 for
all 13 sessions.
U10, U11, U12 AND
U13 SQUADS
For the U10-U13
squads, training is on
Sunday afternoons at
Duke of Kent School
starting on Sunday
20th January, and
continuing for 10
weeks. The cost of the
programme is £60 and
the timings are:

A BIG YEAR AHEAD
Club Chairman Nick Harrison explains some of the club’s exciting
plans for 2019
In this newsletter twelve months ago, I looked forward to a year in which both
seniors and juniors would face tough challenges against strong opposition. A
year on, we can reflect on a season in which the club rose to those challenges at
all levels. Indeed, with a thrilling victory in the Stevens Cup Final, promotion for
the 2nd XI, and tremendous performances by both the U15s and the U13s against
the top clubs in the county in the Surrey Junior Invitational League, 2018 will go
down as something of a vintage year for Blackheath CC.
However, 2019 brings challenges of a different kind as we expand our activities
as a club. You may already have picked up a little about these new developments
from the emails sent out to members over the past few weeks, but the start of
the year seems a good time to explain more about our plans and how they fit into
our vision for the future.
First, though it’s not yet a certainty, we are optimistic that we will be taking over
the former ground of Grafham & Smithbrook CC at Rushett Common (a mile or
so south of Bramley just off the A281) as a new second ground, in good time
before the start of the 2019 season. We are currently in advanced discussions
with Waverley BC about the terms of a new lease, and we have simultaneously
made an application to Sport England for substantial grant funding, as a key part
of our plans involves a major upgrade to both the ground and pavilion.

U10s/U11s: 2.30-4pm
U12s/U13s: 4-5.30pm
U8 AND U9 SQUADS
For the U8 and U9
squads, training is on
Friday evenings at
Longacre School
starting on Friday 11th
January and
continuing for 10
weeks. Sessions run
from 4.45pm to
5.45pm and the cost of
the full programme is
£40.

The 2018 finals day at Blackheath saw 2 great games, and a home victory in the Stevens Cup
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Chairman:
Nick Harrison
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Simon Jones

Subject to the availability of funding, we intend that the works will take place in
2 phases. Essential works to the ground (including removing a dilapidated
artificial pitch and laying up to 3 new turf pitches) and alteration of the pavilion
to incorporate a new mower store will take place before the start of the 2019
season. Thereafter, a complete refurbishment of the remainder of the pavilion,
including an extension to provide enlarged changing rooms, will take place over
the winter of 2019/20. If all goes to plan, the end result will be an excellent
ground with high standard facilities of the sort we have come to take for granted
at Blackheath.
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Terry Brockman and team have already done lot of work on the Grafham square

To make this all happen will require a major investment – and not just a financial
one, but a huge amount of time and effort. We are fortunate in having a highly
capable and dedicated group of individuals on our committee, most of whom
were closely involved in our even more ambitious project to build our current
pavilion a few years ago, as well as a very supportive and proactive membership.
Nevertheless, a project such as this is not something to be undertaken lightly,
and it makes sense only as part of a wider vision for the club’s future. That vision
encompasses not only improving the experience of our existing members, but
also embracing new members and new developments as a truly inclusive club.
The most immediate benefit of the Grafham project will of course be to provide
a new (and, we think, much nicer) home for our 3rd XI. Having a second ground
under our own control will enable us to ensure that the pitches we play on are of
consistently good quality, with facilities that meet our members’ expectations.
However, we also anticipate that the project will accelerate our progress
towards fielding a 4th XI – we very much hope that some of Grafham &
Smithbrook CC’s former players will be joining our ranks and look forward to
welcoming and integrating them into all our various teams in the coming season.
In addition, we will be able to host a substantially increased number of junior
matches at Grafham in 2019, relieving the considerable pressure on the various
other grounds which we use for these games.

3rd XI Captain
Colin Parrott

But the project also offers the chance for the club to move forward in an exciting
new direction.

Sunday Captains
Ronny Harrison
David Raderecht

Over the past few seasons, alongside the better publicised achievements of our
numerous boys’ teams, girls’ cricket at Blackheath has been a growing success
story under the leadership of Sharon Eyers, formerly of Surrey and now of
Middlesex CCC, whose links with the club go back many years. In 2018, we had

ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
FOR 2019
SENIOR ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Frequent: £250
(no match fee)
Standard: £120
(£10 match fee)
Occasional: £60
(£20 match fee)
U25 frequent: £175
(no match fee)
U21 frequent: £110
(no match fee)
U21 standard: £60
(£5 match fee)
U18 frequent: £60
(no match fee)

JUNIOR ANNUAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS

(Ages are as at 31/08/2018)

U9-U15 boys: £120
(siblings £100)
U8 boys: £90
(siblings £80)
Girls, U7 boys and
Minis: £80
(siblings £70)

well over 50 girls on our books, fielding teams at two different age groups, and
in the coming season we will be adding a third team to give our oldest girls the
opportunity to play hard ball cricket for the first time. With many girls’ schools
dropping rounders in favour of cricket and the women’s game getting a boost
from the success of the England team, now seems the perfect time for the club to
take the next major step forward and start an adult women’s team.
The initial response from the membership to the email I sent out about this a few
weeks ago has been very encouraging, and we hope that by the start of the season
there will be good sized group of Blackheath Ladies, who will be entering various
softball tournaments over the coming summer. The emphasis will be very much
on informal, sociable cricket, which we hope will be a lot of fun. But there are
already discussions going on about the possibility of a new local women’s league
starting on Sunday afternoons in 2020, and the acquisition of the Grafham
ground will give us the facilities we need to be a part of this if it goes ahead.
Aside from all of this, we will of course be as busy as ever with all the many
aspects of the club’s usual activities. After 5 very successful years as 1st XI
captain, Pete Melhuish is passing on the baton to Alex Bertola, fresh from
captaining us to victory in the Stevens Cup, and the team will be looking to go
one better than last year’s second place in Division 1 of the I’Anson League.
Meanwhile, Simon Mansell’s 2nd XI will taking another step up in Division 2,
whilst our junior teams include for the first time an U16 side, as well as the full
range of younger squads. And in addition to all the usual social activities, we will
be having another Ball on 15 June, to help raise funds for the Grafham project.
There is more about all of this – as well as reflections on the 2018 season –
elsewhere in this newsletter. As you will see, there are many opportunities to
get involved, and if you are willing and able to lend hand with any aspect of the
club’s activities please do get in touch. In the meantime, a very happy New Year
to everyone, and I’ll look forward to catching up either at winter training or at
the club itself in due course.

SENIOR
AWARDS 2018
Senior Colts Player of
the Year: Joe Dewar
Senior Colts Bowler of
the Year: Ollie
Raderecht

Senior Cricket

A round-up of the 2018 season from Club Captain Dallas McDermott
2018 was a good year for the senior teams. The Stevens Cup was undoubtedly
the highlight as, under the captaincy of Alex "Bertie" Bertola, we gained a
memorable victory against Grayswood in a nail-biting home final, with three
wickets falling in the last over. This was the first time that the club had hosted
Finals Day and the boys did us proud.

Senior Colts Batsman
of the Year:
Ben Stefanik
Best performance by a
junior in a senior
match:
Archie Freeth
Emerging Young Talent
Award: Ben Stefanik
Best bowling in a
match: Rob Weston
Best all-round
performance in a
match and best
innings:
Mitch McMullan
Best catch:
Archie Freeth

Moment of victory: celebrations after an amazing last over in the Stevens Cup Final

There was no catching Grayswood in Div.1 of the I’Anson League, but the 1st XI
finished in a creditable second position. Our young team maintained its usual
positive and competitive approach all summer, but began to show more maturity
and experience when faced with challenging game scenarios, and it was good to
finish on a high note by defeating Tilford away (our usual bogey fixture). The
2nd XI Player of the
standard of fielding was as high as ever, one area at least in which we are
Year: Paul Nash
consistently the strongest team in the league. Although it was an all-round team
rd
effort throughout the season, Rob Parrott, Will Melhuish and Mitch McMullan
3 XI Player of the
Year: Will Breach
were the outstanding performers with the bat, whilst Alex Bertola, Josh
Cummings, Archie Freeth and (again) Mitch McMullan made consistently useful
Heathens Player of the contributions with the ball.
1st XI Player of the
Year, best batsman
and best bowler:
Mitch McMullan

Year: Danny Harrison
Outstanding
contribution award:
Jordan Knight

A special mention also to Pete Melhuish, who is standing down as 1st XI captain.
Aside from his own personal performances which have won plenty of games for
us over the past 5 years, Pete has really put his stamp on the team and he will be
a tough act to follow, though in Alex Bertola we have the ideal successor.
Simon Mansell’s 2nd XI began the season with fairly modest expectations in
I’Anson Div.3, a division dominated by other clubs’ 1st XIs. However, the team
built up some real momentum as the summer went on with some outstanding
victories, including doing the double over eventual champions Farncombe. With
four teams in contention right to the end, they won promotion on the last
Saturday of the season, missing out on top spot by just 0.12 of a point.

SUNDAYS: A
FAMILY AFFAIR
With a few Sundays
being lost to Village Cup
matches, I’Anson finals
day and the weather,
there were not quite so
many games this year.
But the ones we played
were highly enjoyable,
with our team often
including family
combinations: the
Raderechts, Joneses and
Harrisons alone
provided 9 players for
our final match!
Danny and Ronny
Harrison dominated the
batting (Danny topping
the runs table), while
Ollie Raderecht was the
top wicket taker by a
distance. However,
there were notable
contributions from
many of our U15s and
U14s during the course
of the season, including
excellent 50s from Ben
Stefanik, Aidan
Jayawickrema, Theo
Collins and Luca La
Costa. With another
talented U14 squad
starting adult cricket in
2019, we look forward
to seeing if they (and
perhaps some of their
dads) can do even
better …

The 2nd XI clinched promotion with a victory at Hindhead on the last Saturday of the season

The team included a good mix of youth and experience, though our top runscorers were three of the veterans. Matt Hardcastle, Ian Nolan and Paul Nash
each scored more than 400 runs, with Paul finishing top of the list with an
average of over 56. The wickets were well shared around, though the bowling
performance of the season definitely came from Rob Weston, who took 7-37 at
Farncombe. There were also match winning performances from some of our
juniors, who really stepped up.
The 3rd XI had another solid season under skipper Colin Parrott, finishing in
fourth place in Div.6. Highlights included the evergreen batting of Terry
Brockman, who finished as our top run-scorer, and the always reliable bowling
of our top wicket-taker, Will Breach. However there were valuable contributions
from many others, including both veterans and youngsters. A particular mention
for U15 leg-spinner Ollie Raderecht, who took 17 wickets on Saturdays, aside
from whole lot more on Sundays and in junior matches.
More generally, continuing the trend from last season, we saw lots of player
movement between the teams in 2018 – always a good sign. With the club
committing to having an overseas player/coach again next year, along with the
likelihood of a new second ground, the future is bright. Roll on 2019!

A word from the new 1st XI skipper
Alex Bertola hopes for good run at the title in 2019
Having only been at the club for a fairly short time, it’s an honour to be asked to
become the new 1st XI captain, and it didn’t take much arm-twisting to persuade
me to say yes. To carry on the work and build on the foundations laid by Pete
Melhuish will be a challenge, but one I am thoroughly looking forward to.
The team is in good shape after a year in which we got back the winning mentality,
with everyone enjoying the season and playing a very high standard of cricket in
the process. It was also great for me to have a taste of captaincy in the Stevens Cup.
The final on home soil was certainly one of the most memorable games I have
played in, albeit rather nerve-racking at the time!
Looking forward to 2019, we will be trying to continue the progress from last
season and hopefully take back the Div.1 title from Grayswood, who in recent years
have become the team to beat. I can’t wait for the new season to begin.

JUNIOR SQUAD
MANAGERS FOR
2019

Junior Cricket

Nick Harrison reflects on another very successful season and looks
ahead to 2019

U16/U15 boys:
David Raderecht

The reputation of our boys’ teams has been growing for a while now, but even by
recent standards, 2018 was an exceptional year.

U14 boys:
Chris Poil

Both of our 2 senior squads, the U15s and U13s, faced the top clubs in the county
in the Surrey Junior Invitational League – and both acquitted themselves
brilliantly. The U15s finished joint third, behind only Guildford and East
Molesey, while the U13s nearly did even better: had their last scheduled match
of the season not been washed out, they could have won their competition
outright. For a village club such as ourselves to be competing so successfully
against the best sides in Surrey at these age groups is a tremendous achievement,
and many congratulations are due to both squads.

U13 boys:
Mark O’Brien
U12 boys:
Pete Rooken-Smith
U11 boys:
TBC
U10 boys:
Stephen Holden
U9 boys:
Chris Poil
U8 boys:
Ronny Harrison
U7 boys:
Nick Harrison
Girls: Sharon Eyers
Minis: Danny and
Ronny Harrison

In the event, however, neither the
U15s nor the U13s were actually the
most successful of our junior teams.
That accolade went to the U9 A team
who for the second season running
went undefeated from start to finish,
clinching the overall West Surrey title
in a hard fought – if somewhat damp –
final against Esher in late August (see
picture opposite). There were great
performances, too, from other squads,
including in particular the U10s who,
under the very popular management
of Mitch McMullan, claimed some
notable scalps in the opening season of
the elite Academy League at their age
group.
But junior cricket at Blackheath is about much more than success in
competitions. Inclusivity remains a key part of our ethos, which means that we

Smashing It!
Having previously only dipped their toe in the water of
competive cricket in a few informal tournaments, in 2018 the
Blackheath U11 girls took the plunge by entering the Surrey
“SmashIt” League. Facing some of the biggest clubs in the
county with well established girls’ teams, the Blackheath
girls won 6 matches and finished the season in mid-table – a
great first season!
In 2019, we will be going one stage further, for the first time
offering our oldest girls the chance to try hard ball cricket,
whilst also continuing with plenty of soft-ball games. With
loads more girls wanting to sign up for the new season, we
are also looking to recruit some additional coaches to help on
Friday evenings. If you might be willing to lend a hand with
this – and perhaps even do a coaching course – please get in
touch with Sharon Eyers (sharon.eyers@middlesexccc.com).

JUNIOR SECTION
ORGANISERS
2019
Junior Section
Manager:
Nick Harrison
Head Coach:
Chris Poil
Welfare Officer:
Alexandra Jones
Junior Membership
Secretary:
Sue Brocksom
Junior Fixture
Secretary:
Bill Warren

CAN YOU HELP?
We are looking for
someone to help
organise volunteers for
Friday evening practice
sessions during the
summer. If you could
spare a bit of time to lend
a hand with this, please
contact Nick Harrison
(01483 898650).

continue to field both A and B teams in all age groups, ensuring that everyone
has the opportunity to play in matches, irrespective of ability. With a big increase
in the number of junior fixtures in all divisions over the past couple of years,
maintaining this structure now imposes quite a strain on our resources. To meet
this, in 2019 our coaching team, led by head coach Chris Poil, will once again
include at least three young professional coaches (Ronny and Danny Harrison
and an overseas player/coach), as well as of course numerous qualified coaches
from amongst the parents of our juniors and former juniors. This will enable us
to continue to offer additional midweek training sessions to hard-ball squads
and the option of 1:1 coaching at extremely competitive rates, as well as of
course our ever-popular Friday evening practice nights for all age groups.
There will be one or two changes in the coming season. If our proposed takeover of the Grafham ground goes ahead, we will be playing an increased number
of junior matches there, although some junior games will still be played at
Urnfield and Duke of Kent School as well. We’ll be offering junior cricket to an
older age range than ever before: for the first time we’ve entered a team in Junior
Div.1 of the West Surrey League, enabling us to keep last year’s very successful
U15 squad together in a high standard competition aimed at the best players in
the U17-U15 age groups. Our U14s meanwhile will be playing in the Surrey
Junior Invitational League, while fielding a second team in Div.3 of the West
Surrey League (for which U15s are also eligible). We’ve also entered a team in
an U14 girls’ hard-ball league: see box on previous page.
However, at the same time we’ll be maintaining our usual range of activities,
including junior tours, trips to the Oval to see Surrey matches, and a variety of
pre-season and other cricket camps during the holidays. Before any of that,
winter training for all age groups from U8 upwards starts over the next couple
of weeks, as set out on the front page. Please don’t hesitate to ask your squad
manager if you have a query about any of the arrangements.

Juniors on tour
2018
In 2018, our U15s toured the Isle of
Wight and our U13s toured Hampshire,
and both enjoyed some fabulous
weather as well as some memorable
moments on and off the pitch.
Clockwise from top right: U15 squad at
Shanklin; U15s at Ventnor; U13s tour the
Ageas Bowl; U13s playing a Hampshire
District side at King Edwards School
Southampton; Charlie Rooken-Smith plays an
expansive cover drive; U15s skipper Archie
Freeth celebrates 50 against Ventnor CC.

HIRING THE
PAVILION
If you are looking for
a venue for an
event, have you
considered using
your own club's
facilities?
The Tangley Pavilion
is available for hire
by club members for
appropriate private
functions such as
significant birthday
parties, christenings
and even wedding
parties, subject to
numbers and timing
restrictions.
It's a great venue
and also provides an
important source of
revenue for the club,
so if you're thinking
about it we'd love to
hear from you.

Introducing … the Blackheath Ladies
Women’s cricket has been expanding fast over the past few years and this season
Blackheath CC will be joining the ranks of clubs fielding a women’s team. It’ll be very much
a friendly, social team and we intend that in 2019 the Blackheath Ladies will just play in a
handful of softball tournaments, one of which we hope to host ourselves. Further down
the line, there’s good prospect that a local women’s cricket league will be established in
2020, and we are hoping that Blackheath could be a member.
We already have enough prospective players to field a team, but if there are any more
wives, girlfriends, mums and sisters out there who are interested in giving the Blackheath
Ladies a try, please email either Nick Harrison (nharrison@serlecourt.co.uk) or Sharon
Eyers (sharon.eyers@middlesexccc.com). We’ll put you on the list and send out further
information about our plans over the coming months, before we kick off with a social
event to start the season next spring.

We’re having a Ball
Save the date! This summer it will be
three years since “the Blackheath Big
Bash” (pictured below), and on 15th June
2019 we’ll be doing it all over again with
another fundraising ball at the club.

QUIZ NIGHT
SATURDAY 26TH JANUARY
7pm for 7.30pm at the
pavilion
TEAMS OF UP TO 6

Further details will follow shortly, but the
Only £12 per head, including
plan is to follow a similar format to the last
fish & chips
two events, with around 200 tickets
To reserve tickets contact
available at very reasonable prices. It
Contact Simon Jones
Alexandra Jones at
should be a fantastic evening, as well as
(01483 892860) for
blackheathalex@gmail.com or
further information. raising much needed funding towards the
on 01483 892860
cost of upgrading of the Grafham ground
and pavilion.
DATES FOR
We’re still in the process of putting together a ball committee, so if you would be
YOUR DIARY
willing to help out with one of the many tasks in putting the event together, please
Sat 26th January
Quiz night
Fri 26th April
First junior practice
night
Sat 27th April
First league matches
of the season
Sat 15th June
Fundraising Ball
Friday 5th July
Junior awards night
Mon 5th August
Start of cricket
week

get in touch with Alexandra Jones (blackheathalex@gmail.com).

